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i Australian Consulate-General

55 Phuket, Thailand

Registering a Marriage in Thailand

Why do | need to legally register my marriage?

This information is provided as a general guide to assist Australian citizens seeking to register a
marriage in Thailand and to ensure that the marriage will be recognised as valid under Australian
law. Please be advised that Thai authorities will only accept a Certificate of No Impediment
issued by the Australian Embassy or Consulate in Thailand for Australian citizens who
have entered Thailand using their Australian passports. Individuals who have entered
Thailand on a passport issued by another country must obtain the equivalent document from the
embassy of that country. The Australian Consulate-General is unable to provide advice on
ancillary matters, including the arrangement of celebrants, venues, or related services.

Under Thai law, a marriage is only legally valid if it is formally registered with the appropriate Thai
authorities. Couples who do not complete the official registration process are not considered legally
married in Thailand. As a result, the marriage will also not be recognised as valid in Australia.

Some couples choose to complete their legal marriage in Australia—such as through a registry
office—and then hold a separate informal ceremony and/or wedding reception with family and friends
in Thailand. This allows them to celebrate in Thailand without undertaking the formal marriage
registration procedures required by Thai authorities. The decision on how to proceed is a personal
matter for each couple.

Will a marriage be recognised in Australia?

Marriages conducted overseas are generally recognised as valid in Australia, provided that the
marriage was legally recognised in the country where it was solemnised at the time it took place,
and that the marriage would have been considered valid under Australian law had it been
conducted in Australia.

There is no requirement to register in Australia a marriage that has taken place overseas. A foreign
marriage certificate serves as prima facie evidence in Australia of the occurrence of the marriage
and its validity under the laws of the country in which it was solemnised. Further information is
available at https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/before-you-go/activities/marriage.

What steps do | need to follow to marry legally in Thailand?

Step 1: Certificate of No Impediment

To register your intended marriage in Thailand, you must obtain a Certificate of No Impediment to
Marriage (CNI). It is a requirement of the Thai Government that the CNI be issued only by the
Australian Embassy in Bangkok or the Australian Consulate-General in Phuket. Thai authorities
do not accept a “Single Status Certificate” issued by Births, Deaths and Marriages offices
in Australia. Please note that if both parties intending to marry are Australian citizens, each
person must apply for their own CNI.

Please complete the application form available at
https://www.smartraveller.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-10/form-no-impediment-marriage.pdf

You must then make an online appointment to lodge your application via
https://phuket.consulate.gov.au/pket/Getting Married in_Thailand.html
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Applicants are required to attend the Consulate in person and must present their own original,
valid passport as well as the original, valid passport of their partner.

If you or your partner has been previously married, you must present the original divorce
certificate or the former spouse’s death certificate. If the original document was issued in a foreign
language, you must also provide an original English translation certified by a recognised
translation service.

If there has been any change of name for either the applicant or their partner prior to the current
name shown on the passport, the relevant name change certificate must be presented. If the
original document was issued in a foreign language, an original English translation certified by a
recognised translation service is also required.

If an original document is not available, you must obtain a new original copy from the relevant
authority—such as Births, Deaths and Marriages, the Family Court of Australia, or the appropriate
foreign authority—before lodging your CNI application.

If the original Australian divorce order is unavailable, you may choose one of the following
options:

1. Accessing the Divorce Order via the Commonwealth Courts Portal

At the time of lodging your application, you may access your divorce order through the
Commonwealth Courts Portal:

https://www.comcourts.gov.au/pip/saml/authn _request?SigAlg=http%3A%2F %2Fwww.w3.0rg
%2F2000%2F09%2F xmldsig%23rsa-
sha1&SAMLRequest=eJyFKEFPgOAUhO%2F9FWTVIAUCXxU1pgxpjk20aSj14Mcvuo24 Cu3Xf
Qvz5002J8VDmM%2BubN5JvI%2BrNrvQEsKqNzEs4p8UALI5U%2B5uRQPfgZ\Wa%2B8i5blu
%2FbEit696x1%2BekDnjf8a2¢c8hJ73VzHBUYDTVAJKTbF88bVk0p%2BxkiTPCtMSbeVeQuc%2
BJbITMapHQRXKTNikOkcwyldOF5BFv4riBMKzjJJ2levnFir6xrrci9rDR6Lh2059GqU9in6YVzV
qYsyh7nQjYXehulT5v92%2BK%2Bd8p6rMJ2WNV7fwSpLIg3HTDoCTY5zEuJyeOE%2F4CEa
wb%2Be%2BMxr4Duwc7KAGHCcpuTANEErTkg%2FcYFKkmA1%2BwJYp4aR&Signature=Whnlc
8RaMKyQ75JV8aPdrd6RiRafQ9QGp8b7arp5DhIGY GK2unSUA%2BAKILWXZ%0Aa7gA4aHw
W6QJ7)Y%2FDK%2BmriKpaA%3D%3D%0A&ByName=pas

You will be required to demonstrate to the consular officer each step you take to access your
divorce order in the portal, download the order directly, save it as a PDF file, and email it to
the Consulate.

If you require assistance using the portal, you may contact court staff through the live chat box
located at the bottom right of the portal’s homepage.

If you have never accessed the portal before, it is recommended that you create an account
and ensure you can access your records before your appointment date.

2. Requesting the Divorce Order from the Court

You may email the court that issued your divorce order to request a digital copy of the original
document. If the court provides the divorce order as a PDF file, you must forward the entire
email correspondence—including the attached divorce order—to the Consulate at:
consular.phuket@dfat.gov.au

Please note that photocopies or digital copies of required documents, including email
correspondence from parties who are not official Australian authorities (e.g., private
lawyers), are not accepted.

A Certificate of No Impediment can be issued only when all necessary documentation has
been duly provided.
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Once all required documentation has been submitted, the Consular Officer will issue the following:
o Certificate of No Impediment to Marriage
¢ a certified copy of your Australian passport
¢ a certified copy of your divorce certificate or former spouse’s death certificate.

These documents will be accepted by Thai authorities for up to three months from the date of
issue.

Please be advised that the CNI and the relevant certified documents will be available for collection
on the next working day after the application is lodged.

An application fee will be charged. Please refer to the most up-to-date notarial fees on Australian
Embassy Thailand’s website:

https://thailand.embassy.gov.au/bkok/Notarial _Service _and Passport Fees.html#Passport%20Fe
es

Payment must be made by credit or debit card only, in either AUD or THB. Cash cannot be accepted.

Step 2: Translation

You must have your documents translated into Thai by a translation agency (commercial fees apply).
Australian Consulate-General does not provide translation services and does not endorse or
recommend any specific company. However, a list of translation service providers in Phuket is available
at the link below for your convenience.

https://phuket.consulate.gov.au/pket/servicesforaustralians.html#Translators%20and%20Interpreters

Please note that the Australian Consulate-General cannot advise on translation processing times. You
must contact your chosen translation service directly regarding timelines and fees.

Step 3: Authentication by Thai Department of Consular Affairs

The translated documents must be authenticated by the relevant Thai government authorities at their
offices. Some of these authorities are listed below and you may need an appointment. For further
information on document authentication, you may contact their call centre at 091 723 3604.

Phuket — Legalisation Office
Location: Central Phuket Festival, B Floor
Tel: 076 222 080 / 076 222 081

Songkhla - Legalisation Office
Location: Laem Son On Road, Bo Yang, Mueang, Songkhla
Tel: 074 326 510

Bangkok — Department of Consular Affairs (Head Office)
Location: Chaeng Wattana Road, Laksi, Bangkok
Tel: 091 723 3604

Pathum Wan - Legalisation Office
Location: Central World, 6™ Floor
Online appointments only
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Chiang Mai - Legalisation Office
Location: Central Chiang Mai Airport, 5 Floor
Tel: 053 112 748

Ubon Ratchathani — Legalisation Office
Location: Governor’s Office, 1st Floor
Tel: 045 344 581 / 045 344 582

Step 4: Registration a marriage at a Thai District Office

When you have completed the above requirements, you should visit any District Office (Amphoe) to
formally register your marriage. Please be aware that some District Offices may require an
appointment. You may wish to take an interpreter to assist with communication with Thai officials. If
you are marrying at a resort location, your celebrant or wedding planner may be able to advise you
on the location of the nearest Thai District Office.

By following the steps outlined above, it is possible to register a marriage in Thailand independently.
However, agencies and fee-based service providers are available to assist with these arrangements
if you prefer. Australian Consulate-General does not endorse or recommend any particular agency,
but encourages Australians to research available options and make an informed decision.
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